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R E Q U I R E D  T E X T S
All  articles, links, documents, and
videos will be available online.

D E S C R I P T I O N
This seminar examines the role that
religion plays in the history of the
United States, and asks students to
critically explore how peoples and
communities in various places and
times have drawn upon religion to
give meaning to self, group, and
nation. The course will cover a wide
range of traditions, as well as
regional, denominational, and
racial-ethnic dimensions within
these groups.
 
Throughout this course, we'll
examines the dynamic relationship
between religion & American
culture. Our goal is to recognize,
understand, and analyze religious
influences in contemporary life
through overarching themes: how
religion shapes and is shaped by
American life, how we encounter
minority religions, and how the U.S.
handles religious diversity.



This course is a survey of American
religious history. I do not expect students
have prior knowledge about any of the
traditions we cover or the way scholars
study religion. That's what we're here to
learn.

Part of a seminar is learning how to talk
about challenging topics. I expect you to
be prepared for each class, having done
the assigned readings and considered
ways to thoughtfully engage through
questions, comments, and interaction.

O U T C O M E S
Demonstrate an understanding of the
American religious landscape and
develop religious literacy.

Recognize the relationship between
religion and culture and confidently
communicate new knowledge

Learn to analyze and support different
perspectives. This includes challenging
previously held ideas.

Develop the skills necessary for both
national and global engagement.

EXPECTATIONS



L A T E  W O R K
Assignments must be completed on
time, unless prior approval is given.
That said, I recognize this is a
challenging time and I'm willing  to
work with you if you need additional
support. Please email me as soon as
possible to discuss extensions. Late
assignments without prior approval
will receive a 10% deduction per week
they are late. 

A C C E S S I B I L I T Y
I'm happy to work with you to meet
any and all accessibility needs.
Please contact Student
Accessibility Services and your
Academic Advisor so that we can
set whatever provisions you need
to succeed in this course.

I N T E G R I T Y
All assignments in this course fall
under the Student Code of
Conduct. For more information on
these policies, refer to CMC's
Statement of Academic Integrity. 

Please, don't cheat. Consequences
range from a zero on the
assignment to a failing grade in the
course. If you have questions about
proper citation, please reach out
prior to submission.



T E C H N O L O G Y
This class is being held on campus.
However, all reading assignments

will be available online on your
CMC portal. 



I welcome the use of laptops in the

classroom to ensure everyone has
their readings available in class, as
well as for taking notes. However, I

expect that laptop use will be
specific to course content. 




G R O U N D  R U L E S  
Part of the humanities classroom is

learning to thoughtfully engage
with ideas that are different than

your own. In this class, you will
undoubtably be challenged. 



You are welcome to discuss

personal beliefs. However, this is
not a theology course. Opinions

and perspectives should maintain a
spirit of inquiry and dialogue. I am

committed to ensuring  safe and
inclusive environment for these

conversations.





GRADING
RUBRIC
Participation (25%)

Reading Notes (25%) 

Paper Proposal (15%)

Final Paper (35%)

N O M A D I C    |    2 4

18

A = 94-100 | A- = 90-93

B+ = 87-89 | B = 83-86 | B- = 80-82 

C+ = 79-77 | C = 73-76 | C- = 70-72

D+ = 67-69 | D = 63-66 | D- = 60-62 

F = 59 and below



P A R T I C I P A T I O N
Participation is a required component  of
this course. Please show up ready and
prepared to discuss the course readings
and other assignments. Each class will be
broken into two parts. The first half of the
class will be devoted to contextualizing
lectures. The second half of each course is
devoted to discussing the reading in
relation to lecture material or current events.  

Part of humanities scholarship is learning to
actively engage with unfamiliar ideas. Our
course participation offers an opportunity to
learn how to discuss new and complex
ideas in productive and meaningful ways.

R E A D I N G  N O T E S
Liberal arts education is about learning to
learn. This is a skill that will support both
this course and your future academic
journey at CMC. Central to this is learning
to read, understand, and think critically
about challenging material. 

Reading notes demonstrate thoughtful
engagement with course material, and
prepare you with the historical context
necessary to determine and complete
your final assignment.

Reading notes are due each Thursday by
5pm.

ASSIGNMENTS



S W A M I  V I V I K E N A N D A

G R E E N  A C R E  S C H O O L ,  1 8 9 4

E X T R A  C R E D I T
For up to 2 percentage points, students have the
option to watch The Master and write a two-page,

double-spaced reflection on film and its relationship
to course material. Extra credit assignments are due

prior to final's week.



P A P E R  P R O P O S A L
A paper proposal is designed to help you
determine a topic for your final paper and
begin compiling the sources needed to
complete the assignment. 

The paper proposal should include a topic,
a working thesis, and an annotated
bibliography of at least five sources. If you
plan to change topics at any point over the
course of this class, a new proposal will be
required. 

The proposal is due on October 14 by 5pm

F I N A L  P A P E R
Drawing on the various topics and
themes from this course, choose a
specific topic from our course content
to write an 8-page analysis.

This assignment is designed to allow
students to gain an increased
understanding of a specific aspect of
the course that they find interesting.
The paper should include a thesis and
use at least five sources. 

The final paper is due via email on the
day of the final, December 14 by 5pm.  

ASSIGNMENTS



CLASS SCHEDULE



CLASS SCHEDULE



Instructor: Dr. Cristina Rosetti

Email: Cristina.rosetti@cmc.edu

Office: Kravis 271

Office hours: Office hours: Tuesday and

Thursday 11am-1pm or by appointment

via Zoom. 

I usually reply to email within 24 hours.

Reach out early and often!
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